
Germany is now waging a psycho-
logical war against this country as 
well as a military war in other parts 
of the world. That psychological war 
is based in the principles of propa-
ganda laid down by Adolf Hitler in his 
autobiography "Mein Kampf." Below 
the book's most important passages 
on propaganda are published. The text 
is taken from the translation © by 
Houghton Mifflin Company and pub-
lished by Reynal et Hitchcock. 

By ADOLF HITLER 

(Excerpts from "Mein Kampf") 

T
O whom must propaganda appeal? 
To the scientific intelligentsia or to 
the less educated masses? It must 
appeal forever and only to the 

masses! 
The task of propaganda lies not in a 

scientific training of the individual, but 
rather in directing the masses toward 
certain facts, events, necessities, etc., the 
purpose being to move their importance 
into the masses' field of vision. 

The art of propaganda is exclusively to 
attack this problem so skillfully that, a 
general conviction is created of the reality 
of a fact, of the necessity of an event—in 
other words, that something that is neces• 
sary is also right. 

* *

All propaganda should be popular and 
should adapt its intellectual level to the 
perception of the least intelligent of those 
toward whom it intends to direct itself. 
Therefore, its intellectual level must - be 
screwed the lower, the greater the mass 
of people which one wants to attract If 
—as with propaganda for carrying on a 
war—the object is to include an entire 
people in its field of action, there cannot 
be too much caution in avoiding too high 
spiritual assumptions. 

The more modest, then, its scientific 
ballast is, and the more it exclusively con-
siders the feelings of the masses, the more 
striking will be its success. Its success, 
moreover, is the best proof whether a 
particular piece of propaganda is right or 
wrong, and not whether it satisfies a 
few scholars or "esthetic" languishing 
monkeys. 

The purpose of propaganda is not con-
tinually to produce interesting changes for 
a few blasé masters, but to convince, that 
means to convince the masses, The masses, 
however, with their inertia, always need a 
certain time before they are ready even 
to notice a single thing, and they will 
devote their memories only to the thou-
sandfold repetition of the most simple 
ideas. 

For the art of propaganda lies in the 
fact that, understanding the great masses' 
worlds of ideas and feelings, it finds, by a 
correct phychological form, the way to 
the attention, and further to the heart, of 
the great masses. That our super-clever 
intellects never understand this proves 
only their mental inertia or their conceit 

But if one understands the necessity of 
using propaganda to attract the great 
masses, the following rule then results: 

It is wrong to want to give propaganda 
the many-sidedness of scientific teaching. 

The receptive ability of the great 
masses is only very limited, their under-
standing is small; on the other hand, their 
forgetfulness is great. This being so, all 
effective propaganda should be limited to 
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"By propaganda even heaven can be palmed off on a 
Interphoto 

people as hell and the most wretched life as Paradise." 
Background of picture above is taken from a page of "Mein Kampf." 

a very few points which, in turn, should be 
used as slogans until even the very last 
man is able to imagine what is meant by 
such words. As soon as one sacrifices 
this basic principle and tries to become 
versatile, the effect will be frittered away, 
as the masses are neither able to digest 
the material offered to them nor to retain 
it. Thus the effect will be weakened and 
finally canceled. 

* 

IN the size of the lie there is always 
contained a certain factor of credi-
bility, since the great masses of a 

people may be more corrupt in the bottom 
of their hearts than consciously and inten-
tionally bad. Therefore, with the primitive 
simplicity of their minds, they will more 

easily fall victims to a great lie than to 
a small one, since they themselves lie 
sometimes in little things, but would cer-
tainly be too much ashamed of very great 
lies. 

* 

The great mass of a people is not com-
posed of diplomats or of teachers of 
political law, or even of purely reasonable 
Individuals who are able to pass judgment, 
but of childlike human beings who are as 
undecided as they are inclined toward 
doubts and uncertainty. As soon as one's 
own propaganda admits even a glimpse of 
right on the other side, the ground for 
doubting one's own cause is laid. The 
masses are not in a position to distinguish 
where the wrong of the enemy ends and 

their own begins. In this case they be-
come uncertain and mistrusting, especially 
if their opponents do not produce the same 
nonsense but, instead, burden their enemy 
with all and the whole guilt. What is 
more easily explained than that finally 
one's own people believe more in the 
enemy's propaganda, which is carried 
through more completely and more uni-
formly, than in one's own? 

[During the World War] for example, 
it was fundamentally wrong to paint the 

, enemy in a ridiculous light, as the 
Austrian and German comic papers made 
a point of doing in their propaganda. It 
was wrong, because, when the enemy was 
actually met with in the flesh, our men 
were bound at once to receive an entirely 
different impression of him. This sub-
sequently took' its revenge in a most 
terrible manner. For the German soldier, 
under the direct impression of the enemy's 
resistance, now felt he had been deceived 
by the fabricators of his information up to 
that moment, and, instead of strengthen-
ing or at least confirming his fighting 
keenness, the contrary occurred. The men 
broke down. 

On the other hand, the British and 
American war propaganda was psycho-
logically correct. By displaying the Ger-
man to their own people as a barbarian 
and_ a Hun, they prepared the individual 
soldier for the horrors of war and so 
helped guard him against disappoint-
ments. The most terrible weapon used 
against him was for him merely a con-
firmation of the information which he had 
received, and reinforced his faith in the 
truth of his government's assertions, while 
it heightened his rage against the 
villainous enemy. 

THE people, in an overwhelming 
majority, are so feminine in their 
nature and attitude that their ac-

tivities and thoughts are motivated less 
by sober consideration than by feeling and 
sentiment 

This sentiment, however, is not com-
plicated but very simple and consistent. 
It does not differentiate very much, but it 
is either a positive or negative; love or 
hate, right or wrong, truth or lie; but 
never half this and half that, or partially, 
etc. 

No matter how skillfully propaganda is 
presented it will not lead to success unless 
a fundamental principal is considered with 
continually sharp attention: it has to con-
fine itself to little and to repeat this 
eternally. Here, too, persistency, as in so 
many other things in this world, is the 
first and the most important condition for 
success. 

Alteration of methods must never alter 
the essence of what propaganda is meant 
to achieve; in the end it always must say 
the same. Thus the slogan may be il-
luminated from various angles, but the 
end of every effort must always and again 
be the slogan itself. Only in this way can 
and will propaganda be consistently effec-
tive. 

* * * 

By propaganda, with clever and perma-
nent application, even heaven can be 
palmed off on a people as hell and, the 
other way around, the most wretched life 
as Paradise. 
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